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Churches urged to support Credit Unions
by Jo Duckles

CREDIT Unions in Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire are appealing for 
help and support from churches. 
  The unions, set up to offer low interest 
loans, savings schemes and other financial 
services, were featured in the national 
media this summer when the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Most Reverend Justin 
Welby, praised them for their role in 
deprived areas. Archbishop Justin also 
launched the Clergy Mutual Credit Union 
for clergy and church staff. 
   Speaking on the wider financial crises 
that has hit the UK, he said: “Historically, 
the great failures in banking have led to 
very, very long periods of recession at best. 
I would argue that what we are in at the 
moment is not a recession but essentially 
some kind of depression.  Problems were 
created when banks became distant from 
the communities they served. At least part 
of the banking system should be local.”           
Archbishop Justin has pledged to form a 
taskforce looking at how the Church can 
grow the credit union sector. The Church 
of England website has a page filled with 
advice on how churches can support credit 
unions, stating that while only 13 per cent 
of people know about their services, up 
to 60 per cent could benefit from them.  
The loans offered by Credit Unions are a 
viable alternative to pay day loans and can 
prevent people from spiralling into a cycle 
of debilitating debt.    
   Archbishop Justin’s comments were 
echoed by bishops in the Oxford Diocese. 
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of 
Dorchester, said: “Churches, and individual 
Christians have a strong record of 
involvement with Credit Unions over many 
years.  I’m delighted that the Archbishop 
has drawn attention to the need to grow 
this provision that so many need and I 
look forward to seeing that happening here 

in Oxfordshire over the coming years.” 
   The Rt Revd Andrew Proud, the Bishop 
of Reading, said: “Credit Unions are 
something I would like to commit to. 
They are a no brainer compared to pay day 
loans. I saw similar schemes work really 
effectively in Ethiopia. People would save 
the equivalent of 20p, but they would be 
saving every week. I would love to hear 
stories of how credit unions are impacting 
and bringing relief to people who may have 
otherwise taken out payday loans.” Bishop 
Andrew said he is considering becoming a 
member of  the Reading based Community 
Savings and Loans Credit Union (CSL).            
Beth Rowland, Director of CSL, said she 
would welcome volunteers from churches, 
not just those with financial expertise, but 
others who can help on reception desks 
and offer marketing and publicity skills.        
“Our main office is in Reading but we have 
10 or 11 branches in places like Newbury, 
Slough, Wokingham and Bracknell.” She 
said the union was preparing to launch 
a new product – a prepay debit card 
CredECard which works just like a normal 
debit card but does not allow a user to 
go overdrawn. Retailers offer cashback 
rewards for use of the cards.  
   “We are also going into primary schools, 
running savings clubs and introducing 
children to the idea of saving in a simple 
way and working with parents, helping 
them with budgeting and financial 
intelligence,” said Beth, who was planning 
to meet Bishop Andrew to discuss how the 
Diocese could work together with CSL. 
   In Oxford two credit unions are planning 
to merge – the Oxford Credit Union which 
covers the whole of Oxfordshire and the 
Blackbird Leys Credit Union, that was set 
up in the 1990s to serve the community 
on the Blackbird Leys estate. Historically 
the Blackbird Leys Credit Union has had 
a link with both the CofE Church of the 
Holy Family and the Sacred Heart Roman 

Catholic Church, at one time using the 
Holy Family’s premises as a base.   
   Graham Tomlin, of M For Money Credit 
Union Solutions provides support for 
credit unions in the Buckinghamshire 
area.   He said: “The directors of the Milton 
Keynes Credit Union are already making 
contact with churches.” Graham said the 
MK Credit Union was expanding to cover 
a wider geographical area. He was also 
working with the Revd Paul Willis, on a 
credit union in High Wycombe.  
   The Chair of the Oxford Credit Union, 
Mark Luntley, will be among guest 
speakers at a Citizens Advice Bureau 
forum on September 12. Oxford CAB is 
running at the Trading Standards Office, 
off Ferry Hinksey Road, in Oxford. 

Contacts: 
Milton Keynes: www.mkcreditunion.org.
uk/ Tel: 03030 300147

Community Savings and Loans : 
(Berkshire) www.cslberks.org/ Tel: 0118 
958 5803

Blackbird Leys Credit Union www.bblcu.
org.uk  Tel: 01865 718503

Oxford Credit Union: www.
oxfordcreditunion.co.uk Tel: 01865 777757

Church of England advice on supporting 
credit unions:  http://tinyurl.com/ozqu2gk

Archbishop Justin launches the Clergy Mutual Credit Union. Photo Keith Blundy/Aegies PR
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AFTER years of patching up the 
slipped and broken tiles and of 
strategically placing buckets and 
towels on the pews and over the 
hymn books, St Britius Church, 
Brize Norton has a beautiful new 
roof. 
   The re-roofing of this Grade 2* 
listed building has been a huge 
undertaking, costing almost 
£400,000. A dedicated team set 
up the ‘Stop the drips at St Brits’ 
campaign, and worked tirelessly, 
organising events and applying for 
grants. The people of the village 
really got behind the project and 
turned out to support the many 
and varied events, which ranged 
from pancake suppers to balls and a 
beer festival. 
   The project was supported by English Heritage, 
WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd) and 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. Grants 
and donations were also received from the Garfield 
Weston Foundation, the Wolfson Foundation, 
Allchurches Trust and the Bartlett Taylor Trust as 
well as RAF Brize Norton Charities Committee and 
other local businesses and individuals.    

   The Rt Reverend Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of 
Dorchester, joined the congregation and villagers 
for a Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving to celebrate 
the completion of the beautiful new roof. Jacquie 
Griffin, the Churchwarden said: “This church has 
stood at the centre of Brize Norton for 900 years, 
providing continuity and a focal point for the 
whole community. It is wonderful that we can now 
pass it on in a sound and secure state for future 
generations to enjoy.”

No more drips at St Brits

EIGHT of the 60 churches nominated in the 
search for the UK’s favourite churches by people 
drawn from the world of politics, entertain-
ment, journalism and academia are in the Oxford 
Diocese. 
   As part of its 60th anniversary celebra-
tions, the National Churches Trust asked 60 
well known public figures to put forward their 
choices. 
   The Prime Minister, David Cameron, nomi-
nated All Saints, Spelsbury, which he said had 
held  ”a very special memory” because it was 
where his late son, Ivan, was christened. He 
also named St Mary the Virgin in Witney. “The 
church does tremendous work to support the 
community and is an important part of Witney life,” 
he said. 
   Other churches listed include Holy Trinity Penn 
(chosen by cookery writer Mary Berry), Holy Trinity 
Cookham (broadcaster Timmy Mallett) and  the new 

chapel at Ripon College Cuddesdon (Lord Patten). 
The Edward King Chapel at Cuddesdon has also 
been shortlisted for this year’s most important ar-
chitectural award, the RIBA Stirling Prize. For more 
see www.oxford.anglican.org/which-are-the-uks-
favourite-churches/

A Church of England infants school judged out-
standing by national Government and Church in-
spectors is about to be transformed into a primary 
school. 
   From September Purley CE Infants School will 
become Purley CE Primary School which means that 
instead of only taking pupils aged four to seven, it 
will be able to take pupils aged four to 11. Work will 
start on new buildings in January and the transi-
tion will be phased with the school finally taking 
its full quota of 105 children by 2017. The school in 
Berkshire has been classed as outstanding by both 
Ofsted and the Church of England’s SIAS inspec-
tors.  
   Ann Bolland, a community governor, said: “There 
has been a school in Purley since 1872 and it used 
to be an all-through primary school. Resarch shows 
that children attending an all through school do bet-
ter academically, socially and emotionally. Parents 
don’t want their children to have to change schools 
at age seven. It’s a school that is valued by local 
people because it puts Christian values at its heart.” 
   The schools patrons include the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, the Bishop of Oxford, Tracy Edwards 
MBE, the sailor who used to live in Purley and 
skippered the first all-female crew in the Whitbread 
Round the World Yacht Race, becoming the first 
woman to receive the Yachtsman of the Year Award, 

Sir Julian Rose and John Easton.  
   Sir John Madjeski isn’t a patron but has been to 
speak at the 
school and 
goes along 
to support 
it when 
he can. Sir 
John is the 
Chairman of 
Reading  
FC and its 
mascot, 
Kingsley, 
became the 
first lion 
to sky dive from the edge of space in a fundraising 
event. The idea was the brainchild of Phil Allen, 42, 
whose five-year-old daughter Scarlet goes to the 
school and balloonist, Dave Akerman, and raised 
£450, which will be matched by Microsoft. Vari-
ous other fundraising schemes have been taking 
place including a Buy a Brick scheme and a dona-
tion scheme with the Greenham Common Trust 
that matches every donation, so that for every £10 
donated, the school receives £22.50. 

 

Oxford clergy golf team win national title 
FOUR clergy from the Oxford Diocese successfully defended their 
national title at an inter-diocesan golf championship in July.  
Twenty-two dioceses sent in teams of four.    
   First pair were Tim Perry (off 6) and Gavin Knight (off 9).  Second 
pair were Harry Latham (off 10) and Bruce Gillingham (Captain) 
(off 12).  The silver cup will be engraved with the Oxford name and 
it is the first time we have retained the trophy in the history of the 
championship which started in 1971.  Perry and Knight are also 
the national pairs champions and take home the silver salvers for a 
year.  

The UK’s favourite churchesSt Laurence’s CE School flying high

PUPILS from St Laurence School, Warborough, near Wallingford 
in Oxfordshire were excited to witness a helicopter landing on 
their school playing field. The helicopter, a Merlin, from nearby 
RAF Benson, paid a surprise visit arranged by Headteacher,  Nicole 
Cooper. The three man crew stayed for two hours, allowing all 
the children and staff the opportunity to explore inside, sit in the 
cockpit and to try on helmets and uniform. 
   Ms Cooper commented “I’d like to thank Chris Gamble, Nick 
Summers and Jay Robertson for giving the children such a 
wonderful experience. It was a lovely treat to end a fantastic term 
for the school.” 
   The school was pleased to learn that they had a 100 per cent pass 
rate at Level Four for the external SATS exams the pupils in Year 
Six sit at the end of Key Stage Two, together with a pass rate of over 
50 per cent at Level Five for both English and Maths. This follows 
an Ofsted report rating St Laurence’s as a “good” school with 
“outstanding” pupil behaviour. 
   Brian Newey, Chair of Governors, praised all the staff, saying “I 
am so pleased that the inspector recognised and acknowledged 
the tireless teamwork of everyone involved. Pupil behaviour was 
described as ‘exemplary’ and the inspector highlighted the good 
subject knowledge of both teachers and teaching assistants which 
ensures all pupils make good progress. This has been borne out by 
the excellent SATS results achieved by our Year 6 pupils.”

Outstanding Church school celebrates  new ‘primary’ status

Mosaic Madness at Coleshill School

FAITH, love and stewardship were the Christian values at the 
heart of a mosaic created by children from Coleshill CE School in 
Amersham, Bucks. 
   David Bowers from Mosaic Madness worked with pupils on the 
mosaic that incorporated the values from the school badge. Jenny 
Earp, headteacher, said: “Everyone had a wonderful time producing 
the mosaic and it  enabled the whole school to focus on  the 
important values Jesus gave us to help us all enrich our lives and 
those around us.”
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Glyn made honorary chaplain of farming 
charity 
THE diocesan rural officer the 
Revd Canon Glyn Evans has been 
appointed Honorary Chaplain to 
the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution (R.A.B.I ) following a 
recommendation by Bishop Colin.
   “R.A.B.I ‘s head office is based 
in Oxford and I have been a 
supporter of their work.  I was 
honoured to be asked,” said Glyn, 
(pictured right)  whose role will 
be to provide pastoral support for 
staff, lead R.A.B.I services, and at-
tend occasional grants meetings.      
   Founded over 150 years ago the 
R.A.B.I.  is a grant-making charity 
which helps farming people in 
financial difficulty. Support is 
confidential and includes one-off 
or regular payments, funding 
for essential household items, 
disability equipment, relief farm 
staff, home-help and care costs. 
Its Gateway project can provide 
training opportunities to allow 
people to develop skills they 
can use to get off-farm work to 
supplement their income. 
   “Many churches already support 
R.A.B.I especially at harvest festi-
vals” Glyn said;  “they also rely on  
local people including churches 
to bring R.A.B.I’s work to the 
attention of those who need their 
support.”     
   This year has been a difficult 

time for farming because of the 
extreme weather which has af-
fected both arable and livestock 
farmers.  In the first six months 
of this year R.A.B.I made grants 
totalling £1.2 million, a 25% rise 
on the same period last year.  
   Glyn combines his role as 
diocesan rural officer with that of 
being a regional director with the 
Farming Community Network. 
“FCN and R.A.B.I work in comple-
mentary ways to support  farm-
ers” said Glyn “ and this fits well 
with my role in the diocese”.    
   To find out how R.A.B.I can help 
you or someone you know call the 
Freephone helpline on 0300 303 
73 73.

Children hit the headlines with ‘grow your 
own’ wheat
PUPILS at Garsington CE Primary School in Oxfordshire are growing 
their own wheat to turn into a wheatsheaf loaf for their Harvest 
Festival.  
   They have sown the seeds, watered and weeded them and the 
plants are thriving in the beautiful weather. The aim is to hand-
harvest the wheat in September and take it to Wheatley Windmill for 
milling. The children will then turn the flour into bread. 
   Last year the children presented their harvest loaf to the vicar at 
the school harvest festival. The children were so proud of their work 
when the vicar blessed the bread and placed it on the altar. The loaf 
was shared with the congregation at the village Harvest Festival. 
   This year’s project has already been featured on BBC Radio 4 
Farming Today, BBC Radio Oxford and this week the children have 
been filmed for BBC South Today. The children are learning more 
about where food comes from and how much work it takes to make 
a loaf of bread. It also helps them to understand what is happening 
in the fields around them. The media interest has definitely added to 
their enjoyment and pride in their crop.

Sponsored Bucks bike ride as Froome pedalled to victory
AS Chris Froome and the Tour de France ap-
proached  Paris in July , St Peter and St Paul’s 
inaugural Bike Ride for Lighthouse 88 got under 
way.  Lighthouse 88 is a registered charity which 
provides a children’s holiday week run by Christians 
from the local churches in the Great Missenden and 
Prestwood area of Bucks.   
   The ride was a great success with 47 people taking 
part in the family cycle ride along the Phoenix Trail 
between Thame and Horsenden, near Princes Ris-
borough.  At 2pm the sun shone, bikes, helmets and 
smiles gleamed in anticipation of the afternoon in 
the country along the flat, traffic free path and lots 
of friends were made along the way.   
   There were three categories, 2.8 miles, 7 miles and 
13 miles and lots of people went on to the complete 
the long leg and enjoyed the refreshments and 
snacks laid on at the half way point at the  church 
in Horsenden.  Luckily everyone came back hungry 
and thirsty and tucked in to the tea and cakes back 
at Thame Scout Hall which raised  £69.  Hundreds 
of pounds have been raised already and sponsorship 
money is still coming in.  Please support the event 
by sending cheques made payable to ‘Lighthouse 88’ 
to the Parish Office, 2 Walnut Close, Great Missen-
den HP16 9AL. 

   

Hundreds of children come along to enjoy Light-
house each year and learn about God’s love for us 
all.  Lighthouse is free but donations are collected 
and fundraising is essential to ensure this event can 
keep running each year. 

The Proms come to Twyford

THERE will be plenty of pomp and circumstance 
in St. Mary’s Church, Twyford, on September 7 as 
villagers enjoy The Last Night of the Proms on a big 
screen in the church. 
   This traditionally British night of celebration is be-
ing relayed live from The Royal Albert Hall, with the 
Twyford audience also being entertained by local 
performers during the first half of the evening. 
   Doors open at 6.30 pm and the entertainment 
begins at 7.15 pm with a performance by Stage 
Fright, a drama based charity that runs imaginative 
workshops for young people. 
   Following this The Scoops, whose band members 
are all originally from Twyford, play a mixture of 
music from the 60s through to the present day. 
   Then mezzo-sopranos Felicity and Liberty Buck-
land, also from Twyford, will sing two themed pieces 
to end the first part of the evening. 
   In the second half of the evening, which is ex-
pected to end just after 10.30 pm, St. Mary’s will be 
filled with the music of The BBC Symphony Orches-
tra, The BBC Symphony Chorus and guest mezzo-
soprano Joyce DiDonato conducted by Marin Alsop.  
   

    Paul Bromley, one of the evening’s organisers, ex-
plained “Inside the church Felicity and Liberty will 
be hosting the Proms on the big screen and encour-
aging the audience to sing, wave their flags and blow 
horns We intend to make the evening as much fun 
and as uplifting as the real thing. 
   “I am sure the Twyford audience will join in with 
gusto when we get to last-night favourites such as 
Rule Britannia, Pomp and Circumstance and Elgar’s 
Jerusalem among many others. “A posh plough-
man’s supper, locally brewed beer from Bingham’s 
Twyford Brewery and Pimms will be available to 
buy. 
   Any proceeds from the event will be put towards 
changing the church lighting to modern eco-friendly 
units which will use far less energy, give improved 
lighting levels and reduce the church’s carbon foot-
print. 
   Tickets are available at £5 each from Brightons 
newsagent in Twyford and St. Mary’s Church Office 
in Station Road. They are also available by contact-
ing 0118 934 4792 or office@rustwychurch.org or 
0118 934 0642. Tickets cost £6 on the door on the 
evening if not sold out by then. 

The Royal Albert Hall, the grand venue for the Proms. Photo Istock.

Youngsters enjoy well-earned refreshments

Win Travellers of the Heart
IN this book one of the UK’s leading 
authors on Christian spirituality and 
personal renewal shares his own faith 
journey, in the context of exploring some 
of the different spiritual traditions that 
have influenced Christian witness over 
the past 40 or so years. 
   Building on themes in his previous 
book, Dreaming of Home, Michael Mitton 
explores how encompassing something of 
the breadth of Christian spirituality, from 
Charismatic to Catholic, via Celtic, can 
not only enrich our faith but strengthen 
the mission of the Church.
   The Door has five copies of  Travellers of the Heart to give away 
in this month’s prize draw. For the chance to win simply send your 
name and address on a postcard to Travellers competition, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for 
entries is 13 September. 
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The mission and vision of Gilead Foundations charity is to 
unlock people who have compulsive behaviours, such as 
drug and alcohol addictions, and release them into their 
true God-given potential, through a structured residential 
Christian-based rehabilitation programme, living in 
community as extended family. Gary’s story on this page 
is one of many in which we have been privileged to play a 
part.

The farm and related business activities provide work 
therapy, skills training and support. Many of those who 
successfully complete the program leave the community and 
establish productive lives for the future.  Others, like Gary, 
choose to stay on and ‘give something back’.

We have just had a milestone moment in the life and journey 
of Gilead. We have fi nally arrived at a time where we can start 
to ‘move in’ to the fi rst of three new, purpose built bungalows. 
This new facility, designed and built to high standards, helps 
our students realise the value that God and the community put 
on their lives. It values them greatly.

The house will give us excellent accommodation for 8 male 
clients (students), plus 2 male support workers (already on 
staff) and a new house parent 
couple, all of whom will live as 
extended family.

The full completion of 
these facilities will help the 
staff and the community at 
Gilead to maintain the 83% 
success rate of students still 
addiction-free after 2 years of 
completing the programme.

We have been raising funds 

and building this new house for 6 long years, so we are very 
excited that we have started to move in at last.  But we still 
have a few things to fi nish to make it fully functional and give 
the students the best support we can.  It will only take about 
6 weeks of work to move in to part of the fi rst house, but we 
have a shortfall of £12,000 preventing us from getting there. 

We have been working and praying for a long time, not only 
for the house to be completed, but also for the staff to live 
as extended family with the students, so that our God-given 
vision based on the text from Psalm 68 ‘God sets the lonely 
into families’ can be fulfi lled.  We are pleased to say we are 
doubly excited, because not only are we starting to move in, 
but we also have a couple returning to become house parents 
in the new house, after being away from Gilead for 7 years.

This new couple will complement the work of Bron and Ian 
Samuel, who founded Gilead over twenty years ago, and have 
for many years lived as extended family in the farm house with 
female students, as well as helping staff to oversee the male 
students living in caravans.   This now gives us both male and 
female extended family groups.

Would you please help us raise the remaining £12,000 to 
begin our partial ‘move in’ to the fi rst house?  After 6 long 
years, just 6 weeks work stands between us and this exciting 
move – can you help us over this hurdle?  Loans or donations 
would be greatly appreciated by everyone here in the 
community at Gilead.

Gary is just one of many that have found freedom from addiction, new life 
and a fresh start at Gilead.  This is Gary’s story in his own words...

Freed from anger, 
hurt and resentment

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a partner of Gilead
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
with funding of the students’ fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact-
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ

Chris Cole (Trustee)

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

If you would like to donate to Gilead online, you can do so at 

www.charitygiving.co.uk/gilead

DIO0913

WE’RE IN... JUST!

Mine is a stereotypical story really.  I grew 
up in care homes and foster care from a 
young age and never really felt secure or 
loved.  I have been an addict since the age 
of 12 on glue and petrol. The usual story - in 
and out of jail, girlfriends, kids, no sense 
of responsibility. I got into class A drugs 
when I was about 16 or 17 and ended up on 
heroin. I tried several rehabs and twelve step 
programmes without much success.

Then in 2005 I injected into my groin and 
missed the vein. This resulted in a lot of 
complications and I ended up in hospital. 
I had two blood clots, no white blood cells 
and a collapsed lung. I was told that I 
needed to take Warfarin, an anticoagulant, 
to remove the blood clots but the risk was 
that this could start off bleeding in my lungs 
which would kill me. I took the Warfarin 
and sure enough the bleeding started. I 
should have died. Somehow I survived. I 
knew people who were Christians who were 
praying for me.

Despite this experience I still didn’t stop 
using. In 2008 I was looking for a rehab 
again. I didn’t want another twelve-step 
programme and I remembered some of 
the Christians I’d come across in my life. 
I realised that they still had problems like 
everyone else but they seemed to cope with 
them and keep on smiling. I looked for a 

Christian rehab and found Gilead who said 
they would do a detox.

I didn’t quite get it the fi rst time I went to 
Gilead. I kept too many secrets and wasn’t 
open and honest. However I did meet Kate 
who became my wife. I’d always said that I 
would never marry because of experiences 
in my own family’s life but I eventually 
changed my mind. 

We came back to Gilead in July 2011; 
this time I was ready and willing to be open 
and honest. I took the “Genesis Relapse 
Prevention Process” seriously and found 
that it really does help if done properly. I 
released a lot of anger, hurt and resentment 
that I had been holding onto since childhood 
days. I forgave others and asked for 
forgiveness myself. It was like the weight 
of a dead horse had been lifted off my 
shoulders - quite a release! 

I still have my ups and downs, but things 
are good. Kate and I are expecting our fi rst 
child together and we are starting to take 
steps to have Kate’s 9 year old daughter 
full-time. We have fi nished our programme 
and we have chosen to join the Gilead 
community as volunteers. I want to be able 
to give back to people what I’ve got from 
this place. I’m not ashamed to tell people 
my story and let them know the rewards I’ve 
reaped from it. 

Cooking the fi rst meal in the new house

A peaceful place to rest

The lonely set in family, Gary & Kate with Isobel

Advertising Feature
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An opportunity to explore 
hopes and concerns for the 
coming year.

Introduction 
Many things start afresh in September giv-
ing an opportunity to explore, as a group, 
our hopes and concerns for the coming 
year. This worship works around prayer 
activities that pupils are invited to move to 
at the relevant point in the worship. The 
service might be used in a church setting to 
mark the beginning of a new school year. 
It could be used in a whole school situa-
tion and each of the worship suggestions 
may be done at the front of the assembled 
pupils. Class-size groups might celebrate 
this service and have worship areas available 
for smaller groups to rotate around at the 
same time. The suggestions are flexible and 
should be adapted to best meet the needs of 
your group. 
You will need: a Bible or a print-out of 
the Bible references: John 18.15-17; John 
21.15-19; Revelation 21.5; Luke 9.1-6; 
Jeremiah 18.1-3; Jeremiah 18.4. Prepare the 
three worship areas. Set these up at different 
points around the room or across the front 
of your worship area: 
Clean slate prayer  
On a table, set out acetate sheets and wash-
able pens. On a separate table, place a bowl 
of water containing washing-up liquid. 
Sweet and sour prayer 
Set out a table with a nice cloth, bread sticks 
or crackers, honey, slices of lemon or sour 
sweets and plates. 
Gather 
You may wish to light a candle as you say 
this Gathering prayer. 
Welcome everyone to the start of a new 
year! 
Thank you, God, that you meet with us 
today. 
As we gather at the start of a new year 
you are with us. 
As we start new schools and new classes 
you are with us. 
As we make a new start 

you are with us. 
Amen.

Word & Response We offer here a selec-
tion of worship areas that children or young 
people may visit in small groups on a carou-
sel model, or select one or two activities for 
all to do together as part of a simple service. 
Make a new start 
Explain to the children that the new year 
is a good time for us to make a new start. 
Read John 18.15-17. Peter says he doesn’t 
know who Jesus is and then goes on to say 
this twice more. Ask the pupils how Peter 
might have felt when he realised what he 
had done. Ask them to think about the 
times they might have denied Jesus. 
   Read John 21.15-19. After Jesus has been 
raised from the dead he meets Peter. Jesus 
doesn’t get cross and angry. He lets Peter 
make a new start. 
   Remind the children that in September 
there are lots of new starts – new term, new 
school or class, teacher, uniform or clothes 
and maybe a new group at church. It is a 
good time to remember the good things 
that happened last year and to put behind 
them the things that were difficult, things 

they are sorry for, or that went wrong. 
   At the start of a new term, teachers may 
talk of starting with a ‘clean slate.’  
Clean slate prayer 
Set out the pens and acetate sheets on a 
table. On a separate table, place the bowl of 
water. Give everyone an acetate sheet and 
an acetate pen or felt pen. 
   Ask each pupil to write on the sheet 
anything they want to move on from, either 
something they are sorry for, or something 
that was difficult. Invite each pupil to take 
a turn at dipping the sheet into the water. 
As they pull out the acetate sheet, the words 
will disappear: the old will go and the sheet 
will be new.  Read Revelation 21.5: ‘I am 
making all things new’. Look together at the 
‘clean slates’ and say: 
‘Thank you, God, 
that you forgive us for the past and help us to 
make a new start. 
Amen.’ 
Sweet and sour prayer 
   Set up a table with bread sticks or crack-
ers, honey, slices of lemon or sour sweets. 
   Invite the pupils to stand around the table. 
Ask everyone to take a breadstick or cracker 
and dip it into the honey. As they eat the 
honey, suggest that they think of the things 

they are looking forward to this year. Invite 
them to thank God that he will be with 
them in the good times. 
   Then invite them to take a slice of lemon 
or a sour sweet. As they eat this encourage 
them to think of the things they are worried 
about this year or think may be difficult. 
Invite them to ask God to be with them in 
these times and to know that he will be. 
New Year Me! 
Read the passage from Jeremiah 18.1-3. 
As you are doing this, ask another leader 
to take a piece of clay or dough and mould 
it into a simple pot. Make sure the whole 
group can see this. 
   Then read Jeremiah 18.4. As you read this, 
ask the other leader to crush the pot and 
then reform it into a new pot. 
   Explain that as we start a new year we will 
all have ideas of who we want to be, what 
we want to achieve and how we want to 
behave. But God also knows the person he 
wants us to be. He will help us to become 
that person if we ask him. 
Send out 
If you lit a candle in the Gathering prayer, 
look at it again now. 
Go on into the new year! 
Let’s thank God for being with us every day. 
As we start a new year 
thank you that you are with us. 
As we start new schools and new classes 
thank you that you are with us. 
As we make a new start 
thank you that you are with us. 
Amen.This is an edited extract from 
Refreshed – A service for the new school 
year, published by ROOTS. Go to www.
rootsontheweb.com/refreshed to see the 
full service. 

ROOTS publishes weekly lectionary-
based resources to enrich worship and 
learning with adults, all ages together, 
families, children and young people. Two 
bi-monthly magazines, ROOTS Adult & 
All Age and ROOTS Children & Young 
People, plus a supporting website www.
rootsontheweb.com support ministry all 
week, every week.

Roots Refreshed for the new school year

Get the latest resources
Christianity: Key 
Beliefs and Tradi-
tions was written 
to resource teachers 
with key ideas to 
share with children 
at Key Stage 2. At a 
time when RE has 
been considered to 
be at risk of being 
sidelined, a book 
such as this could 
equip many who 
teach RE with a valuable resource. 

Teaching Nar-
nia draws upon 
a range of dis-
ciplines to help 
children explore 
RE through the 
themes outlined 
in the Chronicles 
of Narnia. In this 
50th anniversary 
of the death of 
C.S.Lewis, Barn-

abas in Schools is pleased to be able to 
develop teaching programmes from the 
wealth of material in the original works. 
As well as the classroom resource, our 
new RE Days theme for 2013-2014 is 
‘Why Narnia?’ 

 Wow! Our Amaz-
ing Planet - a 
cross-curricular 
conservation re-
source for primary 
RE teachers.  
   It is full of infor-
mation about the 
wonders of cre-
ation, the abuse 
of creation by 
humans and some 
of the solutions 
towards stopping the destruction. 

All of the books above and more are 
available from the Bible Reading Fel-
lowship. Call 01865 319700 or go to 
www.brf.org.uk. 

‘Are you ready? Are you ready 
to go on an adventure? Are 
you ready for your life to be 
changed? Are you ready to 

meet with the living God?’  
   These are the opening questions in one 
of the ‘Call to Worship’ prayers contained 
in ‘Prayer and Prayer Activities’ the new 
resource from the Roots team, writes 
Yvonne Morris.   
   This book ‘does what it says on the cover’, 
it offers prayers and prayer activities for 
use in liturgical worship where all ages are 
gathered and worshipping together for 
Years A, B & C of the Revised Common 
Lectionary. Rather helpfully the resource 
also comes with a CD Rom of all the texts 
plus some additional offerings for those 
who follow the Church of England Com-
mon Worship Lectionary. The words and 
style of the prayers seem to bring the right 

mixture of accessibility and gravitas, and 
with many of the invitations to prayer 
using open or ‘wondering’ questions, 
they truly seek to be inclusive across the 
generations. 
   If I had one wish about this resource it 
would be this. The ‘Prayer Activity’ sec-
tions often ask ‘children’ to do things. 
Whilst I’m not against active praying for 
children, it seems to me that a resource 
for ‘intergenerational’ worship needs to be 
more consistent that the values it seeks to 
imbibe are embedded within its own text.         
   In practice this need not be an issue – the 
worship leader can invite everyone to take 
part in the activity, but I fear that having 
it in writing reinforces the stereotype that 
it’s just children that need activity to en-
gage – this is just as true for some adults! 
   I wouldn’t want that 
wish to overshadow 
with negativity what is 
a really great resource 
which I’m sure will 
help and bless those 
wondering ‘what to do 
with’ all-age worship. 
Yvonne Morris is the 
Diocesan Children’s 
Adviser. 

Prayer & Prayer Activities: For 
Worship with adults, children and 
all ages.
Gill Amborse, Maureen Baldwin, Jean 
Harrison and Pam Macnaughton.
Roots/Canterbury Press £24.99
ISBN 978 1 84825 263 9
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by Jo Duckles

WITH 36 parishes (41 church 
buildings) and just 15 
stipendiary priests, the 
Newbury Deanery has put 

innovative new ways of working together 
at the heart of its new Mission Action 
Plan.  
   Sprawling over 150 square miles, the 
deanery covers the biggest area in the 
Berkshire Archdeaconry. It comprises the 
urban centres of Newbury, Hungerford 
and Thatcham as well as a wealth of 
rural parishes. The new MAP, which will 
begin full implementation this month 
(September), takes into account the 
pastoral re-ordering that the deanery has 
seen over the last 15 years.  
   “New ways of working mean a change 
in mindset for people in some parishes,” 
says the Revd Denise Brown, assistant 
Area Dean.  “We have four multi-parish 
benefices including one new benefice 
where parishes have been working 
together for some time, and which is about 

to be rubber stamped. Denise said five 
Development Teams are being formed to 
work on areas of mission at deanery level, 
encouraging parishes to share experience 
with each other. These are:

1. Schools and work with youth, 
in particular secondary schools 
which draw children from lots of 
different parishes and therefore do 
not have the same level of con-
nection with local clergy as the 
primary schools. “We are trying 
to share expertise on how that 
might be developed. We are look-
ing at strengthening our relation-
ship with Christian Outreach in 
Newbury Schools (COINS). They 
are very experienced at mission in 
schools,” says Denise.  

2. Occasional offices – weddings, 
baptism and funerals. These can 
offer great opportunities for 
mission, bringing us into con-
tact with people who are not in 
church at other times or who 

don’t realise that they 
would be welcome. We 
will be looking at having 
a presence at wedding 
fairs and at developing 
better relationships with 
funeral directors so that 
they know that a church 
funeral is an option. And 
this isn’t about clergy 
having to do more. One 
of the aims is to spread 
the load.” 

3. Work place mission

4. Vocations and train-
ing – This is particularly 
about lay volunteers and 
reawakening people’s 
awareness of what God is calling 
them to do.” 

5. New areas of housing develop-
ment – with new housing planned, 
the deanery’s population is set to 
grow, and therefore there are no 

plans to reduce the number of sti-
pendiary clergy. The area is going 
to grow by 7.5 per cent in the next 
five years. “We want to get clergy 
who are facing big developments 
together so that they can share 
expertise,” says Denise.  

Around the Deaneries: Newbury
Innovative new ways of working in Newbury

Summer fun transcends time

MORE than 100 children were 
dropped off by parents who left 
them safely registered in their ‘time 
pods’ ready for a holiday club with a 
time travelling theme, at St George’s 
Church, Wash Common, Newbury.   
  The children became components of 
their own Time Machine, as Crazy Cogs, 
Fabulous Fans, Sprightly Springs, Trif-
fic Turbos and the Time Engineers. 
   Orchestrated by The Time Shifters, each 
day began with singing a specially written 
song about Daniel, whose trust and walk 
with God was the main theme of the week. 
The 20 strong teenage group, renamed 
the Supersonics for the week, got every-

one dancing before all were settled down 
to hear the Daniel story of the day. The 
explorers then went back to their Time 
Pods to engage with crafts, other stories 
or singing related to the theme of the day. 
   Refreshments were available at ‘The 
Hyper-Boost’ and children could also 
let off steam with some outside games. 
Just before noon they were released 
from their Time Pods to return the 
next morning and the leaders collapsed 
into a well earned lunch and debrief.   
   The week finished in real style as those 
who could make the Sunday morning 
service treated us to a wonderful Holiday 
Club Celebration service.

THE Revd Pat Jones works with the min-
istry team from St Mary and St Barnabas 
Church, to serve families in Thatcham, a 
town with more than 25,000 people.  
   Pat, the Team Vicar, worked with chil-
dren and young families as well as with 
people with learning disabilities, before 
she was ordained and wanted to use 
that experience in her ordained minis-
try. “There are two established children’s 
centres in Thatcham and I went along, 
introduced myself and now I go in on a 
regular basis to work alongside parents 
and staff,” says Pat who works with groups 

that aim to help build the confidence of 
young parents.  She invites people she 
meets to the church mother and toddler 
group. “They then bring their children to 
our ‘Sunday on Saturday’ event, which is 
like Messy Church, with craft activities, an 
act of worship and a meal afterwards,” says 
Pat,  who also takes assemblies at That-
cham Park School.  
   “You have got to go where the people are 
and that is the school and the children’s 
centres, and I’m starting to work with 
people with learning disabilities.” 

Families in Thatcham

Spreading the Word with COINS
by Tania Wolak

CHRISTIAN Outreach In Newbury Schools 
(COINS)  is a charity, supported by local 
Christians and churches, seeking to com-
municate Jesus’s love and the Gospel mes-
sage to the children of Newbury and the 
surrounding area.  
   COINS is affiliated to Scripture Union 
and comprises a team of three paid part-
time workers from different churches in 
Newbury and several  volunteers. They run 
Christian clubs in nine primary schools 
and five secondary schools, with more 
clubs waiting to happen. The majority of 
children who come to these know very 
little about the Christian faith (although 
the difference in knowledge of children 
from church schools is notable). Games, 
food and discussing the Gospel are all part 
of the clubs and it is amazing how inter-
ested and animated the children become. 
They are hungry to know more, and even 
hungrier for relationship.  
   Many schools use us regularly for as-

semblies, and so we are always kept on our 
knees praying for inspiration to get the 
message across in an engaging way.   
   This term I was also asked to do a talk for 
one school’s Founders’ Day service, which 
involved speaking to 500 young people and 
50 staff in one go. We always have at least 
12 primary schools at our special events at 
Christmas and Easter for Year Six pupils 
and we go to visit them in the summer to 
run “It’s Your Move!” - our transition event 
to help them prepare for secondary school. 
We give each child the Scripture Union 
book of the same name. We are all passion-
ate about our work, and the privilege we 
have to take the Good News of Jesus into 
schools.  
Tania Wolak is the team leader of COINS.  

For more information see www.
coinsnewbury.org or email info@
coinsnewbury.org

The view from a barn
AN ecumenical service in a barn has 
become a major event in the life of the 
Newbury Deanery. 
   The barn service takes place on the 
property of farmer, Ian Brown, a church 
warden, at Chapel Farm, Leckhampstead.    
“When it started there was a Methodist 
chapel in the village. It was put on as an 
event to enable Christians from different 
denominations to have a worship time 
together. It’s evolved to the East and West 
Downland and the Lambourn Valley.        
   “It’s in a barn that is empty before the 
harvest, and we sit on chairs, although 
there are straw bales put out for the over 
flow,” says the Revd Denise Brown, New-
bury’s Assistant Area Dean. The Wantage 
Silver Band plays and an altar is made from 
straw bales for the service and the congre-
gation can look across at the Downlands 
during the celebration of creation and the 

countryside and all of the gifts that God 
gives us.  
   “We have invited preachers from differ-
ent denominations to come,” says Denise. 
“One of the monks from Douai Abbey 
came this year.    
   “Seven or eight years ago we had a 
service that was rather damp and the sun 
came out, but as the door was being wound 
up it rained some more and God provided 
a rainbow as we were looking out over the 
downs.”



Introducing our new Deacons8
The Door introduces some of the 26 new Deacons who were ordained to 
serve in parishes in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire this 
summer.  The ordinations took place at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 
on Saturday 29 June.

Ordination service at Christ Church Cathedral on 29 June at 10am with the Bishop of Oxford
Back (left to right): David Spence, Alistair Gibbs, Alastair Blaine, Alexander Ross.  Front (left to right): Kirsty Ross, Samantha Stayte,  
Emma Rackleyeft, Lisa Holmes, Jonathan Vaughan.  Alexander and Kirsty Ross are not serving in the Oxford Diocese, they were ordained  
by Letters Dimissory from the Archbishop of Melbourne and have returned to Australia.

David Spence will serve at Shill Valley 
and Broadshire in West Oxfordshire: 
David is married with two small sons.  He 
says - ‘Before hearing God’s call to ministry 
I worked in computing research at Oxford 
University. I was born and grew up in 
Jersey so I like being out in the countryside 
or near the sea.’ 
 
Alistair Gibbs will serve at St Ebbe’s, 
Oxford: Alistair has spent half of his live 
living abroad and is passionate that the 
Gospel is for people from every part of the 
world.  He enjoys running, reading and 
trying to understand art. 
 
Alastair Blaine will serve at Witney: 
Before spending two years studying 
at Cuddesdon Alastair was a teacher 
in Thatcham and spent some time 
volunteering in the Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman.  He says - ‘Pilgrimage of 
all kinds has played a large part in my 
discernment process and I am looking 
forward to picking up my singing and 
swimming again when I am in Witney.’ 
 
Samantha Stayte will serve at St 
Michael and All Angels, Summertown: 
Although a west country woman at heart, 
Samantha is thrilled to be returning to 
Oxford. She says - ‘The city has been so 
central to my vocation, from learning to 
think about God as an undergraduate 
theologian 20 years ago, to more recently 
learning to talk about God as a Chaplain at 
Headington School.’ 
 
Emma Rackleyeft will serve in the 
Thame team: Emma is married to Chris 
and they have two children.  She enjoys 
various creative activities, gardening, 
walking, cycling and reading.  She says - 
‘From an early age I have known God’s love 

poured out for me and for others.  It it this 
deep sense of God’s love for his people, and 
his longing for them to be restored to him 
that inspires and motivates me as I begin 
a new adventure of servant-shaped parish 
ministry.’ 
 
Lisa Holmes will serve in the Ray 
Valley Benefice: Lisa is married and 
will be a curate in Ambrosden where she 
has lived for 19 years.  She says - ‘I have 
had various jobs including Director of 
Development and School IT suite manager.  
The highlight during my training was 
a placement at Westminster Abbey.  I 
enjoy walking my dog Hugo and reading 
Dostoevsky.’ 
 
Jonathan Vaughan is to serve in St 
Andrew’s, Oxford: Jonathan says - ‘God 
has drawn me to Himself and into ministry 
through many people and experiences, 
particularly the inexplicable death of our 
son Benjamin just before his birth last 
March.  In our grief, God was very close.’ 
 
Vivian Inch to serve in the High 
Wycombe Benefice: Vivian has been 
married to Tim for 21 years and lives in 
Booker.  She says: ‘I have two big events to 
celebrate this year; my ordination and my 
daughter’s wedding in August.  I came to 
faith in 2005 through the work of a Church 
Army Chaplain and I enjoy baking bread 
and dog walking.’ 
 
Trish Mander to serve in St Mary’s, 
Haddenham: Trish has been married to 
Alan for 41 years and the couple have three 
grown up sons.  The grandmother delights 
in her growing family and currently finds 
herself playing endless games of i-spy.  
She says - ‘I love friends, being outdoors, 
good food, walking, reading and going to 

the theatre.  I would like to get better at 
photography, learn to speak French and 
play the drums. 
 
Diana Rowlandson to serve in St 
James’s, Gerrards Cross: From clergy 
spouse to clergy widow to clergy woman. 
Nothing could have surprised this fulfilled 
mum and physiotherapist more than 
sensing God’s call to ordained ministry.  
She says - ‘While training I have been on 
the staff at St James’s developing Alpha 
and resources for welcoming newcomers 
into the church and the community.’ 
 
Richard Phillips to serve in Holy 
Trinity, Walton: Richard is married to 
Louise, a primary school teacher and they 
have three young children, Samuel, Hannah 
and Rebecca.  He says - ‘Prior to training 
for ordination I enjoyed a career in finance, 
sales and marketing with pharmaceutical 
and consumer healthcare giant 
GlaxoSmithKline.  I am a keen drummer, 
swimmer and real ale drinker.’ 
 
Sally Baily to serve in Great Chesham: 
After a successful career at the London 
Stock Exchange, Sally responded to God’s 
call to full time ministry.  She spent two 
years in Pakistan where she married 
Hammad Bailey, a Christian musician and 
toured extensively doing music ministry.  
Sally, who learned to ride a motorbike in 
the UK, found her advanced driving skills 
were invaluable over there.’ 
 
Wendy Bull to serve in Marlow:  Wendy 
is a vicar’s wife who says she felt called to 
train for ordained ministry herself.  She 
left Wycombe to train at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon.  She says - ‘Now I will serve 
where God has placed me.  Only he knows 
what awaits there.’
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Ordination service at Christ Church Cathedral on 29 June at 6pm with the Bishop of Oxford
Back (left to right): Coralie Mansfield, Vivian Inch, Trish Mander, Diana Rowlandson, Richard Phillips, Richard Lightbown. 
Front (left to right): Tim Barnard, Sally Baily, Levy Santana, Wendy Bull.

Ordination service at Christ Church Cathedral on 29 June at 2pm with the Bishop of Reading
Back (left to right): Jane Lewis, Sam Brewster, David Joynes, Alison Jones, David Pickersgill. Front (left to right): Alec Gill, Jennifer Jones,  
Ben Thorndike, Carol Morgan. 

Photos by KT Bruce

Jane Lewis to serve in St James, 
Southlake: Jane was born in Nottingham 
and studied for her degree in Chester 
before moving to Reading in 1980.  She 
says - ‘In good weather I can be found 
cycling and walking around Woodley.  One 
gift I have discovered is baking and sharing 
cakes with a difference that are gluten, soya 
and dairy free.’ 
 
Sam Brewster to serve in St Mary’s, 
Maidenhead: Sam who is married to 
Lucy, made a commitment to follow Jesus 
as a teenager.  He loves being outdoors, 
walking, running and swimming, and 
loves music (listening and playing).  There 
are few things he enjoys more in life than 
spending time with good friends and 
family. 
 
David Joynes to serve in the Cookhams 
Benefice:  David is married to Rosalind 
who he describes as his best friend and 
says he is eternally grateful for her love 

and support.  He says - ‘After graduating 
in physics I worked in industry until 
experiencing my calling to ordination.  In 
my spare time I enjoy walking, reading 
music and art.’ 
 
Alison Jones to serve in Burghfield:  
Alison, who is married with four children, 
says - ‘If you had told me 12 years ago that 
I would not only become a Christian, but 
be ordained into the Anglican Church I 
wouldn’t have believed you!’ 
 
Alec Gill to serve in Thatcham:  Alec 
says - ‘At the age of eleven I gave my life to 
Christ.  Since then I have moved around 
the south of England, got married, had 
four children and been involved in youth 
ministry, while continuing to live out the 
commitment I made when I was young,  
half way up my parents’ staircase.’ 
 
Jennifer Jones to serve in Sunninghill 
and South Ascot: Jennifer is a married 

mother of three and grandmother of four.  
For 20 years she has worked for a Christian 
training organisation that equips churches 
through publishing.  She says - ‘I am 
thrilled that my ordination will take place 
on the anniversary of my baptism.’ 
 
Ben Thorndike to serve in Arborfield 
and Barkham:  Ben says - ‘I am excited 
to have had the opportunity to move from 
secondary school teaching to teaching and 
sharing God’s good news for everyone - 
that there is always hope when we trust in 
Jesus - as part of an ordained ministry in 
the Church of England.’ 
 
Carol Morgan to serve in St Matthew’s, 
Reading: Carol says - ‘For me spirituality is 
key; together with finding creative ways for 
people to get closer to God.  I have worked 
in community mission and in nursing.  
Being married with three children makes 
families important too.’ 
 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com

Ronald Emett fine furniture

~ in harmony with tradition ~

FOR ALL 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE
DECORATION & ROOFING
www.churchrestorationukltd.com
enquiries@churchrestorationukltd.com

Phone Free: 0800 052 1030

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0913

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

Adverts
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Dementia friendly congregations?

Dementia seems to be in the 
news at the moment. Joanna 
Collicutt describes how the 
Church can support people 
with memory loss. 

There are debates about the way 
that dementia care is financed; 
scandalous incidents of poor care 
of dementia patients in hospitals 

and nursing homes; research reports 
on potential cures, early detection, or 
preventative measures for dementia; 
and heated arguments about the right of 
people with dementia to choose assisted 
dying. All the attention that is given to the 
issue is a good thing in one way, but the 
drawback is that we can come to imagine 
that dementia is the norm in older people. 
In fact dementia isn’t an inevitable part 
of growing old. It’s true that it is most 
common in people aged over 85, but even 
in this group the majority (about three 
quarters) do not have dementia.  
   Dementia has a massive impact on both 
the person with the condition (about 
800,000 people in the UK) and his or her 
loved ones and carers. ‘Dementia’ is an 
umbrella term for a number of conditions, 

the most common of which is Alzheimer’s 
disease. Dementia begins with subtle 
changes in the ability to solve everyday 
problems or remember recent events, 
but over a number of years progressively 
affects all aspects of life.  
   The person at first feels as if he has 
lost his way, and then as if he has lost 
himself, and all too often he will feel lost 
to his nearest and dearest. It is a deeply 
confusing and frightening road to travel, 
but the journey can be eased significantly 
if there are fellow travellers. 
   In recent years professionals and 
academics have coined the term 
‘dementia-friendly community’ to refer 
to a community that is supportive of 
those affected by dementia, offering and 
receiving friendship from the affected 
person and their loved-ones. For example 
it has been shown that symptoms of 
dementia such as memory loss can be 
improved simply by having more social 
contacts.  
   Christian writers have emphasised the 
way that communities can ‘re-member’ 
the affected individual so that he or she 
becomes more fully a person: in the words 
of Archbishop Tutu,  ‘I am because we 
are’. If this is to happen communities 

should not simply be places where people 
with dementia can be included but where 
they actually belong. You belong to a 
community if they miss you when you are 
absent. 
   This naturally leads to the idea of 
‘dementia-friendly congregations’ 
– something that is capturing the 
imagination of the national church and 
also our Diocese. Many churches are 
doing some wonderful things to ensure 
that people with dementia continue 
to belong. In the coming year Spiritual 
Concern for Older People (SCOP) is hoping 
to document systematically ministry 
among older people, including those with 
dementia, in a representative sample of 
churches in Oxfordshire. This information 
will be helpful both for us and for the 
agencies whose concern is to support 
neighbourly communities where people 
can age well.  
   Meanwhile, we are planning to develop 
a ‘dementia-friendly church’ award to 
recognise good practice (suggestions for 
an appropriate logo welcome). Some of 
the areas that we might expect to see in a 
‘dementia-friendly church’ would include 
good access, signposting, and welcome; 
accessible toilets; help with transport 
needs; convenient service times; user-
friendly service sheets; familiar words 
and music; low-demand community 
activities, for example singing or coffee 
mornings; services or other events to 
celebrate care-giving; links with local 
care homes; involvement with local 
community initiatives on dementia; key 
congregation members having completed 
some dementia awareness and adult 
safeguarding training. 

Further reading:
• Malcolm Goldsmith In a strange land: 

people with dementia and the local church. 
4M Publications (2004).

• Eileen Shamy A guide to the spiritual care of 
people with Alzheimer’s disease and related 
dementia: More than body, brain and breath. 
Jessica Kingsley (2003).

• John Swinton Dementia: Living in the 
memories of God. SCM (2012). 
 
Some useful organisations and 
initiatives

• The Oxfordshire Dementia Awareness 
Campaign is organizing a series of events  
across the county in Banbury on 10th 
September 2013, Henley on 28th Novem-
ber 2013, Oxford on 21st February 2014, 
and Witney on 4th April 2014. All are from 
1.00-4.00 p.m.  Contact 0845 1204048 or 
odac@guidepoststrust.org.uk

• Oxfordshire Rural  Community Council 
is running a project for one year which 
is aimed at making communities more 
dementia-friendly. They can support 
you in setting up an awareness raising  
group or practical project and can provide 
some information sessions on dementia. 
Contact: 01865 883488 or orcc@oxonrcc.
org.uk 

• Alzheimer’s Society offers lots of resourc-
es, activities, and advice. Central and West 
Area: 0118 959 6482 wcw@alzheimers.org.
uk. ‘Dementia friends’ offers training to 
volunteers who want to support those af-
fected by dementia: www.dementiafriends.
org.uk

• Neighbourhood Return is a scheme to 
co-ordinate local volunteers to return 
lost people with memory problems. (See 
the Door, February 2013) Contact  07584 
051004 or info@ourturn.org.uk

• Dementia Adventure is a business (not 
a charity) that aims to put people with 
dementia in touch with nature. For more 
information see www.dementiaadventure.
co.uk or 01245 230661. 
 
The Diocese of Oxford

• SCOP resource sheets on all aspects of 
spirituality and ageing are available from 
Diocesan Church House or can be down-
loaded from http://tinyurl.com/lrm3rzz 

• There will be a training day on spirituality 
and dementia on Saturday 5th October at 
Richmond Retirement Village, Letcombe 
Regis, Wantage. For information contact 
the SCOP advisor on 07583917898 or 
joanna.collicutt@oxford.anglican.org

A NEW Memories Café  is helping people in an Oxfordshire village connect with those 
suffering from memory problems and dementia.
 The café meets fortnightly on Tuesdays in the Parish Centre of St Michael’s Church, 
Cumnor and was set up after the Revd Pat Bhutta took up an invitation from an 
Oxfordshire Adult Learning project to form a group to plan how the village could 
become a better place for those with memory loss problems. 
   Pat said: “Dementia and memory loss can be taboo subjects that even a caring society 
avoids and finds hard to engage with. If we find ourselves or someone we love suffering 
from dementia or memory loss we often find it difficult to share or even admit to our 
needs. As a result people and their carers can become isolated and have a very poor 
quality of life.” 
    Pat held a meeting in her parish with help from Oxfordshire Adult Learning. They ran a 
quiz to see how much people knew on the subject and began looking at ways of making 
the community a more dementia friendly place to live. Workshops were held, including 
one run by SPECAL, a UK Dementia and Alzheimers charity. Fiona Parsons, of SPECAL, 
raised the question of how you help a relative or friend who can no longer remember 
where they are or what you have said to them a minute ago. The key to their approach 
was not to ask questions or contradict but always be aware of and acknowledge the 
feelings of the person with memory loss. 
    The Memories Café has an average of 18 visitors each time it meets. Helpers and 
customers all enjoy homemade cake and sandwiches, tea or coffee and the chance 
to sit and chat and share memories with new and old friends. During the first session 
memories liberty bodices and of Oaken Holt as a training centre for Westminster Bank 
staff were shared over cucumber sandwiches and cake. 
   More than 30 people came to the first meeting at Cumnor and group of nine helpers 
now run the Memories Café.  For more information about the Cumnor Project contact Pat 
Bhutta on 01865 865739.

Memories Café  in Cumnor

Nearly 4 years ago the church family of St Peter and St Paul in Olney gathered to 
consider the call God had placed upon them and in particular how to share the 
blessings that God has given them.  Through prayer days, away days/weekend, surveys, 
and working with local agencies it became clear that the church had a mission both 
personally and corporately to make a positive difference to their community.
   Together they dreamt the impossible, sought to harness the blessings and resources 
that God had bestowed upon them and fashioned a plan of ongoing action.
From this the SoulTime Programme of Projects emerged; a group of projects aimed at 
helping our community.  In reality this meant researching and listening to the needs of 
our local community, bringing together volunteers and specialists and redeveloping 
the church hall to make it fit for purpose. 
   The SoulTime Memory Club will be one of the first projects to go live in the newly 
refurbished hall.  Its aim is to provide support for people suffering with early memory 
degeneration, to make them feel comfortable and free from stress.  The club will offer 
memory-assistance techniques that will build enjoyment and confidence, and help 
keep each member as a valued functioning resident of the community for as long as 
possible.
With estimates that 200-300 people in Olney already have some form of memory 
degeneration, this club will go some way to remedying the reality that access to good 
support is not readily available.
   Wide support has been received from around the town and Susan Hughes, 
Chairperson of the Neighbourhood Action Group, helped to capture the reality when 
she said: “We must ensure that those who unwittingly forget are not forgotten.”
Already the volunteers are in training, connections, referral and assessment processes 
agreed with local agencies and go-live plans put in place.  All that remains is for the 
doors to open.
   For more information on the SoulTime Memory Club or the wider SoulTime 
programme please check olneyparish.org.uk 

Coming soon: SoulTime Memory Club

Photo: Istock
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Registered charity number 1123613

SEXEY’S HOSPITAL
1638

The High Street, Bruton, Somerset, BA10 0AS

The charity is a 17th century Grade One list-
ed alms house providing single, and double 
fl ats, for independent sheltered living, and 

overseen by the Master and Matron.

We currently have 
4 vacant single fl ats 
for a modest rent, 

subsidised by the charity, which includes 
heating, lighting and council tax.

Applicants must be retired and over 60 years 
and in reasonable health since the alms 
house does not provide nursing care. 

For further information regarding qualifi cation 
for admission please contact The Master by 
letter, or by telephone: 01749 813 369 or by 

email: magisterbruton@aol.com
Charity Registration No: 1130351
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Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Poverty is  
the Question.  
are you  
the answer?

sePtember 2013
Make a lasting difference for people living in 
some of the world’s poorest communities.

Register today for your free fundraising pack, 
complete with quiz Q&As. 
Visit christianaid.org.uk/quizaid  
or call 020 7523 2328

UK registered charity no. 1105851  Company no. 5171525  Scot charity no. SC039150   
NI charity no. XR94639  Company no. NI059154  ROI charity no. CHY 6998  Company no. 426928

The Christian Aid name and logo are registered trademarks of Christian Aid; Poverty Over is a trademark of Christian Aid. 
© Christian Aid June 2013  14-001-J1459

E. Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
24 hours, please contact:

12-13 Colonnade, High Street
MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738

40 Church Street
SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk
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An independent, Christian School for girls and boys aged 5-16 with early years provision on site 
for ages 2½-5 through Stepping Stones Foundation Unit www.tkswitney.org.uk  |  01993 778463

PART OF OXFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY CHURCHES  |  REGISTERED CHARITY 1056921

open morning

CHRISTIAN IN CURRICULUM, CHARACTER AND COMMUNITY

10:30-12:30 5th October 2013 with principal’s talk at 11am

With growing concerns surrounding much 
of  education in Britain today, it seems 

that Christian schools maintain their 
popularity with parents, providing a 

strong spiritual and moral foundation 
that can lead to impressive academic 

results.

Faith based schools often have waiting 
lists or entrance examinations to help 

them maintain their standards of 
excellence, or offer open days for 
parents and prospective pupils to 
look around at what is on offer. 
Some of these are advertised 
here.

It’s a very similar story with 
further education and whilst 
most students will have already 
decided on a University or 
College to attend from the 
autumn semester, some will 
still be looking for a course 
and others will start planning 
for next year.

A lot of prayer and advice 
will be undertaken in deciding 
what path to follow, even when 

inherent talents seem to make 
the choice a little more obvious. 

For many older people, starting 
a course could well be a part of a 

change in life’s direction.

Time at University can be a time of self-
discovery and growth, and whatever your 

age or educational needs, the challenge of 
full time study can prove to be very rewarding.

Education – choose it wisely



15Comment Letters
Holy places and sacred 
spaces
by the Ven. Karen Gorham

‘The churchyard remains 
one of the enduring 
images of this country.  
Every part of England 

has these precious places, precious 
not only because they hold the 
remains of the departed but also because they embody the 
history of their community.  Nowadays people are becom-
ing aware of the importance not only of the eye-catching 
features of tombstones and inscriptions but also of the 
more subtle elements such as the archaeology of church-
yard boundaries, the geology of walls and memorials and 
the ecology of the flora and fauna which churchyards 
preserve.’ 
   So states the introduction of ‘the Churchyards Handbook’ 
an essential publication for any incumbent or churchwar-
den with the responsibility of managing that important 
space around the church. Three words come to mind, when 
I think about churchyards – order, hospitality and stew-
ardship.  Firstly order. The legal framework around which 
each churchyard is managed should be considered a help 
rather than a hindrance. It is designed to ensure that the 
place of burial is kept as tidy, unobtrusive, natural and 
regular as possible for now and for future generations.  
That does not necessarily mean uniformity though and 
there are many examples around the diocese of interest-
ing and creative memorials which have been allowed by 
faculty as a tribute to a life well lived. 
   Secondly hospitality.  Many churchyards are a place 
where people come, to reflect, to remember and to tend 
the graves of loved ones.  They are holy places, where 
memories are held, often down through generations. As 
Christians we are called to extend that welcome outside 
the church as well as in, and to encourage, with our care 
and attention, those who regularly visit.  Perhaps how we 
do this would be a useful discussion at a PCC? 
   Thirdly stewardship.  Our care of God’s creation and of a 
sacred space for those who are at rest and who visit should 
be an important part of our Christian service.  It speaks 
a lot of how we care for what is entrusted to us.  How we 
balance nature and regular maintenance will vary from 
place to place, but should be considered and carefully 
planned.  The recent increase in burial fees should enable 
a PCC to afford churchyard upkeep and occasional work-
ing parties are a great way a church can work together and 
share the load.   Most of our churchyards are as old as our 
churches (if not older) and therefore our stewardship now 
will ensure that many in years to come will benefit from 
our good care.  
   Churchyards hold many treasures, not just the remains 
of those buried and interred there but wildflowers, orchids 
and butterflies, nesting birds and other wildlife, and above 
all the abiding presence and peace of Jesus Christ.  May 
we, who have already experienced the joy of this, continue 
to give others the opportunity of discovering it also. 
The Ven. Karen Gorham is Archdeacon of Buckingham. 

Letters to the editor are very welcome and should 
be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.
anglican.org or by post to Letters at the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford. 
OX2 0NB. The Editor reserves the right to edit all 
submissions. 

The problem with ‘category 
confusion’ 
I welcome Bishop John’s realism in 
engaging with where society  is on 
sexuality and same sex marriage, but   
take issue with his phrase “category 
confusion” (the Door, comment & letters 
July/Aug). 
   My problem is that, as soon as you 
separate human beings into categories 
(with the one exception of adult 
and minor) and then say that this 
institution is for you and this one is 
for you, then one category of human is 
almost inevitably valued less than the 
other and, however much we cry “equal 
but different”, this will always lead to 
injustice and oppression as it has in the 
past. 
   The most obvious example is apartheid 
(separation) based on the apparently 
obvious category of race. Eventually 
the understanding that our unity of 
humanity is so much greater than our 
separation by race became the dominant 
view. The same has happened in regard to 
gender and the priesthood: once (and still 
for some) it was a ‘category confusion’ 
for a woman to be a priest but now most 
of us have come to accept that it is a 
person’s humanity that counts.  
   Perhaps sexuality is the last of these 
issues which needs the same treatment. 
It is people’s humanity and not their 
sexuality which gains them access to 
a human institution like marriage.        
Complementarity can still be expressed 
in a myriad of ways and does not need to 
be focused solely on the rather narrow 
biological definition of sex.  
   If marriage needs to be redefined 
then so be it. Not all gay people want 
to be married but as long as there are 
some who do it will remain a matter of 
injustice that they cannot.  
   I am grateful for the bishop’s gracious 
attitude to his opponents in this issue. 
But actually I believe that we Christians 
can embrace same sex  marriage with 
more warmth and commitment than 
this. 
   The Revd Tim Stead, Headington Quarry, 
Oxford.

Dialogue of the deaf 
For many people the phrase, “dia-
logue of the deaf” is a purgative 
expression meaning that there is 
little hope of two parties actu-
ally responding to what the other 
is communicating.  To the deaf 
person, dialogue is a must.  The 
many ways of being attentive to 
“the other” is a vital issue for their 
communication into which hours 
of practice and study have taken 
place, usually over many years.  
   If you really want to know about 
overcoming difficulty in communi-
cation: ask a deaf person, and make 
sure you pay attention to what they 
say. In over twenty years of parish 
and chaplaincy ministry I have 
discovered that every church feels 
they are failing to communicate 
well enough.
   But have we the deaf people 
to contribute?  One in six of the 
population is either deaf or hard of 
hearing, so if you have a congrega-
tion of more than six, then hearing 
loss is an issue.  Our churches may 
have “loop systems” but are they 
working properly? 
   How is your dialogue with the 
deaf? The Oxford Diocesan Council 
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
(ODCD) is here to support the 
church, and I believe that the traffic 
is not all one way: the “hearing” 
church has a lot to receive from the 
deaf community, and an obligation 
to ensure that our work and wor-
ship is accessible to all, including 
the deaf or hard of hearing.  
   If your church has involvement 
with the deaf community, you will 

know how constructive this mutual 
respect is.
   Indeed ODCD is trying to create  
a list of churches which may be a 
resource of good practice and sup-
port. We are about to modify our 
web site, so in addition to listing 
specialist services for those who 
use  sign language, we will list any 
church that is working well with 
the deaf and hard of hearing. Hope-
fully too, as we look towards the 
theology and pastoral practice of 
deaf Christians, we may be able to 
give good pastoral and theological 
input into the problems of commu-
nication that affect us all.
   If your church has a particular 
ministry with the deaf or hard 
of hearing, even if it is simply by 
providing appropriate literature or 
modern facilities, then we would 
like to hear from you. Similarly, if 
you are a church which is strug-
gling to know how to support the 
deaf or hard of hearing, get in 
touch.  We not only offer practical 
advice, but we give grants towards 
loop systems, and offer pastoral 
support throughout the deaf com-
munity.
   Let’s make the “dialogue of the 
deaf” good news, that it may help 
us all communicate the Gospel and 
Christian love.  

The Revd Tim Edge, Chair of ODCD.
www.odcd.org.uk or mail via 
Chaplain: Revd. Roger William, 
Denchworth House, Denchworth, 
Wantage, Oxon. OX12 ODX 
Tel: 01235 868442; Fax: 01235 
867402 roger@rwilliams24.freeserve.
co.uk

And the point is? 
Re: Around the Deaneries – 
Cowley (June edition of the 
Door). 
  I am not sure what this feature 
is supposed to achieve. There 
is the Cowley conservation 
feature which is interesting to 
a few. Little is said about the 
rest of the deanery. A half page 
map of the Diocese showing 
the deaneries would have been 
useful. It could indicate the 
archdeaconries too. Who is the 
Area Dean? The feature could 

include interesting features 
about each parish, Holy trinity 
has a CS Lewis’s grave etc, 
Marston is one of the oldest 
churches still in use, the mosaic 
at Elsfield, Iffley’s church has 
a famous entrance etc.  Such a 
feature would be interesting. 
A friend thinks a little about 
the parish history could be 
interesting, especially about the 
civil war. I could have missed the 
point of this feature, or is there 
more to come?  
Roy  Jones, St Nicholas, Marston, 
Oxford. 

Grammar!
 I have just received the July/August edition 
of the Door and read the caption under the 
photograph on the front page  “why this 
man is sat in a pop up tax haven...” 
   It’s disappointing to hear journalists using 
such wholly incorrect grammar, but to see 
it in print seems to make it worse!   Hope-
fully we be able to see your man sitting 
somewhere elsewhere in the next edition of 
the Door. 
Douglas Ray, Emmer Green, Reading.

Book now for church yard conference
A one-day conference: The Beautiful Burial Ground, 
will look at ways to create a haven for wildlife, 
heritage and people on Saturday, September 28, 
10am to 4pm at the Thame Barns Centre, Thame, 
Oxfordshire. To book call 01588 673041, email  
infor@cfa.org.uk or see www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk

Sign for ‘okay’. Photo: Istock

Audio version 
Sight impaired people can get a free audio 
verison of the Door by contacting the 
Oxford Diocese on 01865 208227
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16 God in the life of…

A HOLIDAY MADE FOR YOU!!

DON’T DELAY - book as soon as possible as only a limited number of rooms available

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON:

01989 563252

MERTON HOUSE HOTEL IS A 
SPECIAL HOTEL CATERING FOR THE 
OLDER PERSON AND PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES
SITUATED IN THE HISTORIC 
MARKET TOWN OF ROSS-ON-WYE 
HEREFORDSHIRE MERTON HOUSE 
HAS A BEAUTIFUL LOCATION 
OVERLOOKING THE RIVER WYE 
AND ACROSS TO THE BLACK 
MOUNTAINS OF WALES.

ENJOY A FABULOUS AUTUMN HOLIDAY 
SHORT BREAKS AVAILABLE TWO NIGHTS PER PERSON £120.00, 

THREE NIGHTS £170.00, FIVE NIGHTS £280.00, DINNER, BED/BREAKFAST. 
SPECIAL WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE ROOMS WITH EN-SUITE WETROOMS ARE AVAILABLE.

DOOR TO DOOR TRANSPORT CAN BE ARRANGED AT 
AN ADDITIONAL COST

1306

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE IS A FREE TRIP IN OUR SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
MINI-BUS, ENTERTAINMENT ON FOUR NIGHTS AND ADDITIONAL SITE-SEEING 

TRIPS IN OUR MINI-BUS.

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers

NEW - Annual UK cover with great savings for 
the regular traveller - Please call for details

SPECIAL OFFER
5% OFF Single trip cover / £20 OFF annual cover

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. Specialist 
cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP COVER

FREE MEDICAL SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Holidays at Home

Insurance

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU
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From Methodist roots to 
becoming the ‘real vicar of 
Dibley’ the Revd Dr Amanda 
Bloor tells Jo Duckles her story 
and about moving from her role 
as Bishop’s Chaplain to become 
a Director of Ordinands. 

Born and brought up in West 
Bromwich, Amanda was one of 
three girls and her family went 
along to services at the local 

Methodist chapel. “My grandfather was a 
staunch Methodist and I attended Sunday 
school and services. The chapel also ran 
Brownies, Guides and a youth club as a 
really good example of a Christian faith 
that was understated but just got on and 
did things. 
“Faith has always been there. At times it 
might have been more in the background 
and at times it has come more to the fore, 
but God has always been a presence,” says 
Amanda. “Like many people, when I was 
a teenager and a young adult I wasn’t 
terribly keen on getting out of bed on 
a Sunday morning.” Amanda studied at 
Leicester University before moving to 
London as a civil servant.  

‘It was quite a shock that 
there was one bus a week 
into town.’

   When she married Mark she moved to 
an RAF base in rural Norfolk. “It was quite 
a shock that there was one bus a week 
into town. It was a time when I started 
realising that community was important,” 
says Amanda, who felt an urgent draw 
back to church while expecting her eldest 
daughter, Sophie.  “I went to the nearest 
church one Sunday morning and was 
completely ignored by everyone so I looked 
for somewhere else. I drew up outside a 
little country church to read the times on 
the notice board and an elderly woman 

doing some weeding in the church yard 
leapt up and said ‘it would be lovely to see 
you on Sunday’.”
   That welcoming church was where Sophie 
was baptised and the family worshipped 
there until two weeks after their second 
daughter, Caroline was born, when they 
moved again.  “Over the next few years I 
became increasingly involved, helping to 
run choirs, Sunday Schools, mother-and-
toddler groups, Bible studies and washing 
the coffee cups,“ says Amanda.
   At an Alpha course in Shropshire 
Amanda made a much more dedicated 
commitment to Christianity, resolving to 
do whatever God wanted her to do.  She 
had handed over a demanding role as 
Chair of the RAF Families Association and 
went back to university to complete an 
MA in Women’s Studies. “To my surprise 
and the surprise of my tutors I was doing 

a lot of writing about God and faith,” 
says Amanda who wrote a dissertation 
examining the treatment of Lavinia Byrne, 
who wrote Woman at the Altar, advocating 
the ordination of women by the Roman 
Catholic church. 
   “As I was coming to the end of my year 
I became very aware that God wanted me 
to consider ordination which was quite a 
shock. I’d got a place on a PhD course and 
had grant applications in. However this 
awareness didn’t go away so I had to follow 
it up,” says Amanda, who began training 
at Ripon College, Cuddesdon 15 months 
later.
   As a curate in the Hambleden Valley 
in South Buckinghamshire, Amanda 
discovered she loved rural ministry. “I 
loved the people I met and they gave me 
the best introduction I could possibly have 
hoped for. I had a really good training 

incumbent and one of the benefits of 
being on a rural team is that you get a 
lot of variety.”  Amanda lived in Turville, 
where the Vicar of Dibley was recorded, 
and enjoyed meeting Dawn French and 
the crew when they returned for special 
episodes. 

‘I loved the people I met 
and they gave me the 
best introduction I could 
possibly have hoped for.’

   After just over three years, Amanda 
considered becoming a military chaplain, 
but realised that was not her calling, and 
Bishop Alan suggested she apply to be 
Bishop John’s chaplain, a role that has 
made use of her experience of teaching, 
working with MoD figures through the 
RAF and Civil Service work. 
   “It turned out to be a really good fit. 
After a terrifying series of interviews 
I was appointed to the post and I have 
had a very happy six years doing it,” says 
Amanda who is about to become Director 
of Ordinands for Berkshire and Assistant 
Director of Ordinands for Dorchester.  She 
will continue as the Diocesan Adviser on 
Women’s Ministry. 
   “It’s such an exciting role. I have managed 
to complete a part time PhD since I have 
been ordained, looking at what people’s 
journeys into priestly ministries are like, 
how it affects them and how the church 
can help the priests work well for both the 
clergy and the parishes they serve.”
 “I will be sad to leave the bishop’s office 
but it will be great to be able to continue 
building on the contacts I have built here, 
to stay in the Diocese and to have a set of 
new challenges.” 

Amanda lives in Oxford with Mark. Caroline and 
Sophie are now in their mid 20s. For fun Amanda 
reads, runs and swims and goes to the theatre. 

The Revd Dr Amanda Bloor looking after Bishop John’s staff. Photo by  Angela Tilby
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To be a pilgrim

In a film by Bruce Joel Rubin, and called 
Jacob’s Ladder (1990), we meet a man 
called Jacob Singer who loses all his 
friends in combat in the Vietnam War, 

and wakes up several years later to find 
that he is a postman in New York, writes 
Martyn Percy.  He doesn’t remember 
how, and the rest of the film is devoted 
to recovering memories and flashbacks.   
At a key moment, Jacob’s friend, Louis, 
summarises some thinking from the 14th 
century Christian mystic Meister Eckhart: 
   “The only thing that burns in Hell is the 
part of you that won’t let go of life, your 
memories, your attachments. They burn 
them all away. But they’re not punishing 
you”, he said. “They’re freeing your soul. 
So, if you’re frightened of dying and...
you’re holding on, you’ll see devils tear-
ing your life away. But if you’ve made your 
peace, then the devils are really angels, 
freeing you from the earth.” 
   To some extent, this is the experience of 
the biblical Jacob too.  It’s only when he 
lets go that he really begins to experience 
the blessing of God.  Angels free us. But we 
have to let go of our fears. 
   Like many clergy, I have spent a good 
deal of time sitting with folk who are pre-
paring to die.  It is, unfailingly, a moving 
experience: both profound and a privilege.  
I particularly recall spending time, as a Cu-
rate in Bedford, sitting with a frail old lady 
in one of the many nursing and residential 
homes we looked after in our parish. She 
was moving gently from this life into the 
next, occasionally recovering conscious-
ness to talk about her hopes, fears, and her 
faith. 
   She told me a story of how she had met 
an angel.  The year was 1970 – and Enoch 

Powell had made his famous ‘rivers of 
blood’ speech 18 months earlier.  Bedford 
was fertile territory for Powell’s cultural 
concerns – a place that had welcomed 
many immigrants from Asia, Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Far East – yet was also 
rather conservative.  Tensions were very 
apparent. 
   My friend – the woman who was slip-
ping into the next life as I held and stroked 
her frail hand – told me of how she had 
gone down to the town hall one evening in 
winter, to attend a meeting for residents 
concerned about the growing numbers of 
immigrants.  It had been an uneasy few 
hours with much angst.   
   Then it ended, and she stepped outside, 
only to discover the town covered in a 
thick blanket of fog. But she made her 

way to her Morris Minor, and as she was 
unlocking the door, a large man appeared 
from behind, and gripped her tightly to 
himself.  She did not know how, but she 
had caught just enough of a glimpse of him 
to know that he was black, weighed about 
16 stone, and was about six foot two.   
   He held her from behind so tightly, 
she could hardly breathe.  She could not 
scream either.  Yet she found herself feel-
ing unusually composed, and then, for 
what seemed like an age, but can only have 
been a few seconds, she realised the man 
was weeping. She found herself asking him 
what was wrong.   
   He replied, through sobs, that he was 
hopelessly lost. He had just arrived from a 
small island in the south of the Caribbean, 
and had never seen fog or mist like this.  

He was afraid. His grip relaxed, and slightly 
to her amazement, she found herself driv-
ing him across town, where she dropped 
him off.  When they got to the address, he 
turned to her and said that he had prayed 
to God that night – that he would send 
an angel to guide him to his family, living 
on the other side of town, miles from the 
rail station and that God had answered 
his prayer. After he had left, the woman 
broke down in tears, and went home. As 
she told me the story, I asked her why she 
had remembered this, and especially now?  
Because, she said, he had prayed for an 
angel to guide him.  But in actual fact, she 
was no angel.  Rather, he was the angel 
God had sent to her: he was the stranger in 
disguise.  The man made her confront her 
fears; she realised that the strangers she 
was being taught to fear needed help and 
welcome; that she could entertain an angel.  
   You can perhaps see what Eckhart might 
mean now.  The things that grip us so 
tightly, are for loosening.  Demons clench 
and grip; but angels help us to let go; that 
is why Mary can say ‘yes’ at the annuncia-
tion.  
   Which brings me, neatly enough, to St. 
Michael. He’s not like other saints – be-
cause he is an angel.  There is no date or 
place of birth.  Michael’s name means, 
literally, ‘one who is like God’. So the leader 
of the angels is the one who is most like 
God.  And in much imagery he carries a 
flaming sword. It is not a sword of vio-
lence, however. The blazing sword serves a 
simple purpose: to cut all the ties that bind 
us from being with God. So we, like Mary, 
might let go, and then say ‘yes’ to God. 
The Revd Canon Prof Martyn Percy, Principal, 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, Oxford. 

They confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth, for people who speak in 
this way make it clear that they 
are seeking a homeland. Hebrews 
11:14-15

John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s 
Progress, one of the most widely 
read Christian books ever written, 
was born in 1628 and lived through 

some of the bleakest years of religious 
conflict in England, writes David 
Winter.  A tinker by trade, he came of 
peasant stock, but his parents determined 
that he should have at least an elementary 
education, so that he grew up able to read 
and write. He served as a soldier in the 
parliamentary army during the civil war, 
but returned to his trade after three years 
under arms. 

   His parents were faithful members of the 
Church of England, and John was baptized 
in the parish church of their village, 
Elstow, near Bedford. However, he seems 
to have settled on an irreligious life-style 
as a young man, later claiming that he was 
unexcelled at blasphemy and cursing. 
   His religious conversion owed much 
to the influence of John Gifford, who, 
although the pastor of an independent 
‘congregationalist’ church in Bedford, 
actually became rector of St John’s, 
Bedford during the Protectorate. In 1653 
Bunyan, now a serious seeker, joined 
them, and two years later was chosen 
as a deacon. His eloquence and passion 
in preaching were formally recognised 
by a ‘call to preach’, though of course 
this recognition had no legal status in a 
society where any preaching outside the 
Established Church and its services was 
strictly forbidden. 

      Eventually the fervent preacher was 
twice arrested, the first time serving no 
less than twelve years in gaol in Bedford, 
and on the second occasion six months, 
which he spent in a tiny one-roomed gaol 
on the bridge over the river Ouse. It may 
well be that Pilgrim’s Progress was written 
during this time. Bunyan had already 
written his famous spiritual journal, Grace 
Abounding, but Pilgrim’s Progress was at 
once enormously popular, its powerful 
story line, colourful characters and vivid 
allegory ensuring that its appeal would be 
to a very broad spectrum of readers. 
   Bunyan was himself an uncompromising 
person, though his doctrinal dogmatism 
would be easily explained by the 
prevailing religious situation, in which 
the Established Church was trying 
desperately to contain two different forms 
of ‘dissent’, from the Roman Catholics, on 
the one hand, and the ‘nonconformists’, 

on the other. Happily, Pilgrim’s Progress 
stands tall above such sectarian issues, 
concerning itself with the great theme of 
the Christian pilgrimage and the perils 
and hazards that confront ‘Christian’ on 
his journey to the Celestial City. It is a 
genuine work of literary quality, all the 
more remarkable considering its author’s 
humble origins and limited education.  
   His life is yet another illustration of 
the profound truth that when God calls a 
person to follow Christ he also illuminates 
that individual’s gifts and talents. Bunyan 
may have been a thorn in the flesh of the 
Established Church at the time, but today 
he’s a jewel in the same Church’s Calendar.
David Winter is author of Seasons of the Son 
(SCM-Canterbury Press), a commentary on 
the Christian year.

Angels sounding a victory cry at St Michael’s Cathedral, Coventry. Photo: Tim Ecclestone.

St Michael’s lesson in letting go
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September prayer diary

Sundays
SUNDAY 1: Revd Dr Amanda Bloor as she begins her new post 
as Director of Ordinands for Berkshire and Assistant Director 
of Ordinands for Dorchester areas (this is in addition to her 
work as Diocesan Adviser in Women’s Ministry). 
 
SUNDAY 8: Racial Justice Sunday. 
 

SUNDAY 15: For the ministry of Revd Canon Olivia Graham 
as she prepares to take up her new role as Archdeacon of 
Berkshire.
SUNDAY 22: Bishop Colin confirming at Dorchester Abbey and 
Hanborough and Freeland. 
 
SUNDAY 29: St Michael and All Angels. Bishop Alan confirming 
in the Mursley Deanery. Bishop Colin confirming in the 
Bicester team.

“A new commandment I give to you: Love one 
another, as I have loved you, so must you love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” - 
John 13:34-35

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of 
the Spirit for:

MONDAY 2 Wantage Deanery. Jason 
St John Nicolle, Hugh Rees, Sarah 
Shackleton, and Roger Williams. That we 
will engage effectively and imaginatively 
with the challenges and opportunities 
provided by the large areas of new housing 
planned for Wantage and Grove and that 
our ministry to the schools in our Deanery 
will continue to grow and develop. 

TUESDAY 3 Ridgeway Benefice. 
Leonora Hill. For the many blessings of 
the past year.  The Ridgeway CE Primary 
School and our new ‘Open the Book 
Team’ starting there this month.  For 
Sue Worth and the team attending the 
‘Leading Your Church into Growth’ day 
in October. 

WEDNESDAY 4 Vale Benefice. John 
Durant, Meg Joyce, Sue Powditch. East 
Challow (VC), Grove (VC) and Hanney 
(VC) Schools.

THURSDAY 5 Wantage  - John Salter, 
Dominic Keech and Michael Berrett. For 
mission initiatives with the housebound 
and the ‘Tea Time Mass’; the young 
people’s mission committee; preparation 
of children in school for confirmation 
and for troubling issues with finance. 
Wantage (VC) Primary School. The 
Department of Mission meeting.

FRIDAY 6 Wantage Downs. Elizabeth 
Birch, Jean Page. The Hendreds (VA) 
School.  
 
SATURDAY 7 Woodstock Deanery. 
David Tyler , Pauline Richardson, 
Rosalind Gerring, Paul Atyeo . For 
mission initiatives being undertaken 
across all Benefices in the Deanery, 
including Alpha and Messy Church and 
to reach out more effectively to children 
and that all the churches may see 
growth. 

MONDAY 9 Blenheim Team Ministry. 
Adrian Daffern, Nathan Jarvis, Shaun 
Henson and Clare Hayns and retired 
colleagues.  Giving thanks for growth 
in lay leadership and children’s work, 
praying for building projects in churches 
at Begbroke and Woodstock, and for 
the many new groups and initiatives 
beginning this Autumn.

TUESDAY 10 Eynsham and 
Cassington. Morey Andrews, Roger 
Aston, Andrew Atherstone and Kath 
Cooke. The growth of God’s kingdom in 
both parishes, for folks to come to know 
the Lord and for obedient hearts as we 
seek to develop and implement a new 
Vision for being Church. Cassington St 
Peter’s (VA) School. 

WEDNESDAY 11 Hanborough and 
Freeland. David Tyler, Peter Ball, Jackie 
Gardner, Phil Cooke, Sister Helen Julian, 
Clive Berry, Hugh Dalton, Peter Langley 
and John Fox. The follow up on the 
Holiday Club and that we may continue 
to see new people in our churches 
and that together we may all grow in 
our relationship with Christ. Long 
Hanborough (VC) and Freeland (VC) 
Schools. 
 
THURSDAY 12 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley. For the 
congregation and ministry team during 
the interregnum. Tackley (VC) School. 
Stonesfield with Combe Longa. Roy 
Turner. Combe (VC) School. Westcote 
Barton with Steeple Barton, Duns Tew 
and Sandford St Martin . Grahame 
Arthur.  
 
FRIDAY 13 Woottton with Glympton 
and Kiddington. Stephen Jones and  
Jenny Wagstaffe. The continuing growth 
of our work with the children and our 
plans to set up a “Friends of the Church” 
Group. Wootton-by-Woodstock (VA) 
School. 
 
SATURDAY 14 Wycombe Deanery. 
Simon Cronk, Robert Jennings, Wendy 
Goodier, Nigel Peach, Jane Chaffey, Mary 
Gurr and Ben Whittaker. 
 
MONDAY 16 Flackwell Heath. 
Christopher Bull, Martin Courtney, 
Graham Hartnell, Jill Roth, Debbie 
Woods, Sue Simpson and Ellie Wartew. 
Our youth groups, and Gary Rogers, 
the new Youth Intern; for the training 
and preparations that need to be put 
in place this autumn for going ‘multi-
congregational’ at the start of December 
and for our new ‘Drug Proofing Your 
Kids’ course and parenting course. 
 
TUESDAY 17 Great Marlow with 
Marlow Bottom, Little Marlow and 
Bisham (Team Ministry). Dave Bull, 
Sarah Fitzgerald, Paul Hinkley, Gabrielle 
Smith, John Bustin and Glynis Simons. 
For unity as we follow where the Spirit 

is leading and effectiveness in reaching 
our towns and villages with the love 
of God. Bisham (VC),  Little Marlow 
(VA), Marlow Holy Trinity (VA) and 
Marlow Infants (VA) Schools. The Glebe 
committee meeting.

WEDNESDAY 18 Hambleden Valley 
(Group Ministry). John Wigram, 
Jeremy Mais, Sue Morton, Susan Brice 
and Annette Jackson.  The two schools in 
our parishes, Frieth and Danesfield, both 
undergoing changes of head teachers, 
and that the new leadership would be 
good for all involved in the schools and 
strengthen the good links between 
church and schools. For God’s blessing 
on the diverse communities around our 
parishes and the many visitors to our 
six churches, and that our churches and 
local Christians would express God’s 
welcome and bless the communities 
around them. 
 
THURSDAY 19 Hazlemere. Clive 
Collier, Mark Meardon and Derek 
Hopwood.  Our outreach to new families 
and local parents, for our regular Funday 
Sunday events and Carers and toddlers 
events which has  a large contact 
database. That we may realise our goal 
of outreach through these families 
into the community with Parenting 
Courses, opportunities for involvement 
and introduction to our weekly church 
services. For these initiatives and the 
opportunity to make a difference in 
people’s lives. Please pray for faith and 
calling on those who are young in age 
but mature in faith as they take their 
place in leading and being the church of 
today and the future. Hazelmere Aided 
School.  
 
FRIDAY 20 Hedsor with Bourne End. 
Rosemary Payne and Lyn Gooch. For 
Janet Binns installed as Rector on 10 
September and for the Benefice as we 
look forward to a new phase of mission 
and ministry led by Janet. 

SATURDAY 21 St Matthew. High 
Wycombe (Team Ministry) Hugh Ellis, 
Marie Jackson, Jackie Lock, Ruth 
Wooster, James Kennedy. For Helen 
Biggerstaff as she starts her new 
role as All Saints Church Activities/
Ministry Coordinator. For the West 
End Development Project (for 
faculty approval and for work to get 
underway in October). Growth of the 
ministry of hospitality including a coffee 
shop and Christian faith development 

Two large embroidery frames, 
each to take a canvas 43 inches x 23 
inches, used to make long kneelers for 
altar rails and seat cushions for choir 
stalls. Now surplus to requirements. 
Easy to assemble. Price £25 o.n.o each.    
Please apply to 0118 9842702.F
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The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.
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SATURDAY 28 West Wycombe 
with Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage. Nigel Lacey, Veronica 
Beaumont, Jenny Ellis and Linda 
Richardson. For our growing work with 
families and children and building lay 
leadership. Radnage (VA) School.

MONDAY 30 Wooburn. Martin 
Wallington and Brenda Hadley. For 

Spiritual growth for the whole church 
family to move forward together and 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit for 
our PCC Away day in October and for 
the fund raising process as we address 
the issue of death watch beetle and the 
major repairs required soon. For our 
‘potential ordinand’ exploring their 
vocation. Wooburn St Paul’s (VA) School. 

resources area in All Saints Church. 
Alison Finch as she becomes Team Vicar 
of St James’, Downley and Lead Town 
Centre Chaplain and Missioner. For 
Levi Santana as he develops the Valley 
Network Missional Community of 
All Saints and his re-generational work 
at St Mary & St George, Sands (SSMG) 
- also for that church as it adjusts to 
having a ministry team rather than 
a Team Vicar. For Lynne Ankrom as 
she starts her LLM training.  Steve 
Whitmore and team and the ministry of 
their church of Christ the Servant King 
as they settle into their new building.  
Simon Dust and St Andrew’s Hatters 
Lane, for continued growth and God’s 
grace in their ministry.  Paul Willis 
and Elaine Carr and their churches of 
St Anne’s and St Peter’s: to continue 
deepening their community links; for 
their families work, for their stained 
glass window restoration funding, for 
growth and for God’s special blessing. 
High Wycombe (VA) School. 

MONDAY 23 Hughenden. Simon 
Cronk, Fred Friend and Helen 
Peters. the New Alpha Course and for 
Great Kingshill (VC) School and new 
Headteacher, Joanne Garlick, beginning 
in September. 
 
TUESDAY 24 Loudwater. Timothy 
Butlin, Lewis Dean, David Clarke and 
Patrick Finlay. For the re-gathering 
of families, the re-launch of courses, 
particularly the Marriage Course, and 
Alpha Course early next month with 
Baroness Cox as Guest Speaker, and the 
Presence of God in our life and worship.    

WEDNESDAY 25 South Chilterns 
group Ministry Lane End with 
Cadmore. Robert Jennings and Judy 
Taylor. For Lane End’s Messy Church - a 
new initiative which is proving a great 
success with small children and their 
parents. For Cadmore End we need 
prayerful support as we review the 
role of the church in a small village 
community with church school and plan 
ahead for major work on the fabric of the 
church building viz a new roof. Cadmore 
End (VA)School. 

THURSDAY 26 Stokenchurch 
with Ibstone.  Alistair France. 
For God to continue to grow our 
refurbished and extended church in 
Stokenchurch opening this month and 
for God’s blessing on Ibstone’s harvest 
celebrations as they bring church, school 
and community together. Ibstone (VA) 
School. 
 
FRIDAY 27 Terriers. Tony Dickinson 
and team at the Terriers.

Comings and Goings
Revd Dr Jack Dunn will take up post 
as Chaplain at Lincoln College; Revd Dr 
Michael Lloyd will be the new Principal 
of Wycliffe Hall; Revd Dr Amanda Bloor 
will be leaving her post as Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Oxford and will take up post 
as Director of Ordinands for Berkshire 
and Assistant Director of Ordinands for 
Dorchester (she continues her role as 
Diocesan Adviser in Women’s Ministry); 
Revd Edward Green will take up post as 
Rector of Steeple Aston with North Aston 
and Tackley; Revd Janet Taft will take up 
post as Associate Priest at Warfield; Revd 
Daniel Inman will take up post as Chaplain 
at Queen’s College; Rt Revd John Went 
will take up post as Honorary Assistant 
Bishop; Revd Joy Atkins will take up 
post as Associate Minister at New Hope 
Community Church (Greyfriars); Revd 
Miri Keen will take up additional role as 
Community Link Worker for North Leigh; 
Revd Gill Rowell will take up post as Team 
Vicar of Cottesloe Team; Revd Michael 
Grantham will take up post as Team 
Vicar at Wheatley Team; Revd Dr James 
Kennedy will take up post as Team Rector 
at Chipping Norton; Revd Janet Binns 
will take up post as Rector at Hedsor with 
Bourne End; Revd Edmund Newey is the 
new Sub-Dean of Christ Church Cathedral. 
Revd Rachel Greene will be leaving her 
post as Associate Priest at St Mary the 
Virgin, Oxford; Revd Michael Smith 
will be leaving his post as Vicar at The 

Cookhams and Area Dean of Maidenhead 
and Windsor; Revd Geoffrey Borrowdale 
will be leaving his post as Associate Priest in 
The Churn Benefice; Revd Andrew Allen 
will be leaving post as Curate in training 
at Aston Clinton with Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp and will take up post 
as Chaplain of Exeter College; Revd Simon 
Wearn will be leaving his post as Assistant 
Curate in training at Great Faringdon with 
Little Coxwell; Revd Shawn Swinney has 
left his post as Associate Priest at Gerrards 
Cross and Fulmer; Revd Caroline Kramer 
has left her post as Associate Vicar at 
Wokingham All Saints; Revd Chris Hill 
will be leaving his post as Associate Priest 
at Warfield. Revd Denise Critchell has 
retired from her post as Team Vicar of 
Risborough; Revd Ros Donovan will retire 
from her post as House for Duty Priest in 
Charge at Wexham Benefice; Revd David 
Heslop has retired as Director of Ordinands 
for Berkshire; Revd Janice Chilton will 
retire as Associate Priest in the Wallingford 
Team and move to permission to officiate;  
Revd Keith Knee-Robinson will retire as 
Assistant Curate of Caversham, Thameside 
and Mapledurham and move to permission 
to officate. Revd Sue Smith has been 
given permission to officate. We recall with 
sadness the death of Revd Gill Barker; 
Rt Revd Colin Bennetts; Revd Robert 
Gould; Canon Richard Kingsbury; 
Revd John Slyfield and Revd Edward 
Williams.

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only)Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

The winners of the competitions in the July/August issue are: 
Joanne Lovegrove from Banbury; Colin Dutton from Slough and Diane Guy from 
Reading who have all won a copy of Knead to Know - the Real Bread starter. 
Catherine Hiscox from Hemel Hempstead; Patricia Pulford from Kidlington and 
Mrs Moseley from Buckingham who have all won a copy of Ten Minute Summer 
Activity Book by Bethan James and Heather Stuart. 

Competition winners

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of quality bespoke 
 Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk

Adverts



Courses, training, conferences and workshops in September

thedoorpost

Over 60 years of  
retirement housing...

With supported housing, nursing and dementia care, 
the Church of England Pensions Board provides 
security and peace of mind in retirement to those 
who have given their lives towards helping others 
in the name of Christ, including Clergy Widows and 

Licensed Lay Workers.

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work.

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN

The Church of England Pensions Board (TD09/13)
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS

Tel: 020 7898 1808
bWeb: www.cep .org.uk

Email: cepbappeals@churchofengland.org

Registered Charity Number: 236627

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)

Adverts

SATURDAY 7 SEPTEMBER
Upton: St Mary’s fete from 2pm- 
4pm on the recreation ground, 
Station Road. There is also a bring 
and share bbq with music at 6pm. 
Phone 01235 851206 for details.

Tilehurst: Last night of the Proms 
at St Michael’s Church Hall on The 
Meadway at 7pm (for 7.30pm start) 
for a home cooked supper. Cost 
£7.50 or family ticket £20. Tickets 
and information from 07793 
815124.

SUNDAY 8 SEPTEMBER
Kidlington: Sobell House Hospice 
Charity Rover Ramble.  A four mile 
circular sponsored dog walk starting 
in Hampton Gay, near Kidlington. 
Phone 01865 857007 for details. 

THURSDAY 12 SEPTEMBER
Penn:  Holy Trinity is participating 
in the ‘Heritage Open Days’ from 
today until 15 September. Email 
holytrinitypenn@talktalk.net for 
details. 
 
SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER
Oxford: Christ Church Cathedral 
will be opening its doors to the 
public free of charge between 10am 
- 4.30pm as part of the Oxford 
Open Doors weekend. Evensong 
will take place at 5pm. Details at 
www.oxfordopendoors.org.uk 
 
SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER
Penn: Holy Trinity, Church Road 
HP10 8NY are holding a service 
for pets at 3pm, followed by 
refreshments. Anyone is welcome to 
bring along their pet.  
 
THURSDAY 19 SEPTEMBER
Kingham: The God Particle 
production will take place at 
Kingham Hill School at 7.30pm. 

Cost £5. Phone 
01608 731880 
or email events@
kinghamhill.org for 
tickets and details. 
 
Headington: The 
C S Lewis Jubilee 
Festival is taking 
place at Holy Trinity 
Church, Headington 
Quarry from today 
until 22 September. 
Programme of 
events available at 
www.cslewisjubilee.
festival.org 
 
SATURDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
Cuddington: ‘Restoring the 
Human Spirit’ - An Ellel Ministries 
teaching day at Cuddington 
Methodist Church HP18 0AS from 
10am - 5.15pm. Cost £20 (includes 
refreshments and lunch). Advance 
booking essential. Email jill.asm@
cooptel.net 
 
King’s Sutton: An evening of 
Barbershop singing by ‘Hallmark 
of Harmony’ at the parish church 
(OX17 3RJ) at 7pm. Entry £8/£5 
(conc) and under 12s free. Details 
from 01295 810967. 
 
Hambleden: Concert at St Mary 
the Virgin at 7.30pm. Guitar Duo 
- Tom Ellis and Laura Snowden. 
Programme to include De Falla 
and Brahms. Email benandcarol@
btinternet.com or phone 01491 
574652 for details and tickets. 
 
Beckley: Concerta in St Mary’s 
Church by Pavlova Wind Quintet 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £10 at the door 
(children under 16 free). Phone 
01865 351270 for details. 
 
TUESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
Witney: ‘The Hospitality of God’ 

- Catholic Evangelism in today’s 
parish. A mission and evangelism 
day at St Mary the Virgin, 
Church Green OX28 4AW from 
10am - 4pm. Cost £10 (includes 
lunch). Book your place at www.
oxfordscpevent.eventbrite.co.uk/or 
phone 01793 780183 for details. 
 
WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am.  Details 
01491 571231. 
 
SATURDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
Cookham Dean: Flower festival at 
St John the Baptist begins today at 
10am until Monday 30 September 
at 7.30pm. Tickets £8 (includes 
refreshments). Details of opening 
times from 01628 476512.

MONDAY 30 SEPTEMBER
Wolvercote: ‘Why believe there 
is a God?’ - A course exploring 
Christian faith. This is the first 
session and begins at 7pm at 
The Parish Room, St Peter’s 
Church, Wolvercote OX2 8AQ.  
The session will be followed by 
an evening meal.  More details 
from 01865 276070 or email 
LivingLoveSWCP@gmail.com

Building Skills Workshop:  
‘Assessing the significance of 
your church building’ - Tuesday 3 
September at St Mary’s Church, 
Thame from 12 noon to 4pm. 
Email sophie.hammond@oxford.
anglican.org or phone 01865 
208228 to book your place and for 
further details. 
 
ViB Exploring Vocation 1 - 
Self-knowledge and the way 
of spiritual discernment:   This 
is the first of six sessions for 
anyone exploring their sense of 
call to ministry in the Church 
of England. Wednesday 11 
September from 8pm to 9.30pm 
at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Aylesbury. Further 
details and booking information 
at www.vib2013-14explorers.
eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 

“To Tweet or not to Tweet”: 
Thursday 19 September at 
Diocesan Church House from 
10am to 4pm. Find out more 
about social media and the 
church. What could Facebook do 
for your parish? Can your parish 
website be improved? Could you 
enhance your profile by tweeting? 
Email carolyn.main@oxford.
anglican.org or phone 01865 
208257 for details and to book 
your place. Free of charge (bring a 
packed lunch). 
 
A Spiritual Direction day: ‘The 
Shadow and its Effect on Burn-
out’. This day will take place on 
Saturday 21 September at St 
James’ Centre, Cowley OX4 3LF 
from 10.30am to 4pm. Cost £20. 
Phone 01865 208288 for details 
and booking information. 
 

Planning and leading worship:  
This five week course will look at 
Morning and Evening prayer and 
the Service of the Word and is for 
all worship leaders and interested 
learners.  Venues: Oxford and 
Tilehurst on Wednesday evenings 
beginning on 25 September and 
Aylesbury on Thursday evenings 
beginning on 26 September. 
Details and booking information 
from sheila.townsend@oxford.
anglican.org or phone 01865 
208277.  
 
One year Spiritual Direction 
evening course: This evening 
course begins on 1 October and 
will be on Tuesday evenings and is 
being run by the Pelagos Centre in 
Prestwood, Bucks. Details at www.
pelagos.co.uk

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 6 September 2013.

Courses and Special Events

Holy Trinity Church, Headington Quarry


